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9
UNIT

Dear Family:

Fundations Unit 9 reviews the r-controlled syllable. This syllable contains a single vowel that 
is directly followed by the letter r. The r changes the sound of the vowel. For example, in the 
word bark, the vowel a has neither the short nor the long vowel sound – instead the sound is 
“controlled” by the r. This type of syllable is marked as follows: 

b a r k
r

The vowel is circled with the letter r to emphasize that the two letters form the sound together. 
The r-controlled syllable can be combined with other syllables to make multisyllabic words. 
Therefore, we will not only review how to read and spell r-controlled syllables in isolation, but also 
combined with other syllable types and marked like this:

§ x p e r t
c r

In the second week, students will learn that at the end of a multisyllabic word /ər/ can be spelled 
with er, ar, or or (as in beggar) and that ar and or are affected by a w or qu proceeding it (as in 
worm). These are marked like all other r-controlled syllables:

d ç c t o r
c r 		

w a r m
r

Students will also learn that there is an exception to the r-controlled syllable. If the r is followed 
by another r, the proceeding vowel is often short, as in the word carry. These exceptions are 
marked this way:

/¦/
c ¤ r r y

r o

Finally, students will learn that the 1-1-1 spelling rule applies to r-controlled words (1-1-1 
words have 1 syllable, 1 vowel and 1 consonant after the vowel). This means that when the 
baseword is a closed or r-controlled syllable with only one consonant following one vowel, you 
double the final consonant on the baseword if adding a vowel suffix. For example, the r is doubled 
in the 1-1-1 word stir when adding a vowel suffix and the word is marked this way:

stir + ing = s t i r r i n g
r

Thank you for encouraging your child to apply these rules in all of their work!

Sincerely,
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WEEK 2o Do the “Syllable Division and Marking” Activity 

Have your child underline or “scoop” the syllables in the words below and mark the 
syllable types (c for closed, o for open, v-e for vowel-consonant-e, -le for consonant-le  
and r for r-controlled) and vowels.

l¤ntern number turtle

survive return surprise

burlap temper thunder

circular sunburn ruler

rc

o Do the “/ er/ Spelling Option” Activity

Have your child complete each word by writing or, ar or er in the box. Don’t forget to use a 
dictionary or spell checker to be sure you added the correct ending! Then, write the whole 
word on the line and if the word has a suffix, underline the baseword and circle the suffix. 

doll ar = instruct =

soft er = spid =

janit = quick =

calend = invent =

d o l l a r

s o f t e r


