SCHOOL BUS
SAFETY

WHAT
MOTORISTS
SHOULD KNOW

ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Making Illinois Schools Second to None

Funded by
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
and
Illinois Department of Transportation
Division of Traffic Safety




RISKY BUSINESS FOR MOTORISTS PASSING
A STOPPED SCHOOL BUS

What is the most dangerous part of the school bus ride? The bus
stop! Children are at greatest risk when they are getting on or off the
school bus. Most of the children killed in bus-related crashes are pedes-
trians, five to seven years old, who are getting on or off the bus. They
are hit by the school bus or by motorists illegally passing a stopped
school bus. In neighborhoods, near schools, and at bus stops, drivers
need to take special care because children do not behave like adults.

Elementary school children

e Become easily distracted and
may start across the street
without warning.

e Don't understand the danger
of moving vehicles.

e Can't judge vehicle speed or

T e distance.
e May be blocked from view by
If red lights are flashing, STOP! the bus.
They show that children are get- - ;
ting on or off the bus and may Most |mportantly, b
be crossing the street. expect vehicles to stop for them

at the school bus stop.

LAWS

The laws regarding vehicles stopping for school buses can be found
in the Illinois Vehicle Code under Sections 5/11-1414, 5/11-1415, 5/12-
803, 5/12-805, and 5/12-807.2. (625 ILCS... 5/11-1414, 5/11-1415,
5/12-803, 5/12-805 and 5/12-807.2) These laws apply to all drivers,
including those on school property, who meet or overtake a school bus
that is operating all of the appropriate warning signals indicating that
pupils are exiting or boarding the school bus and may be crossing the
roadway.
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TWO-LANE ROADWAY - BOTH VEHICLES MUST STOP.

When a school bus is traveling on a two-lane roadway and is
stopped to pick up or drop off pupils, the vehicles in all lanes of traffic
must stop. Vehicles should stop at least 20 feet before reaching the
school bus to allow pupils to cross the roadway safely.
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FOUR OR MORE LANE ROADWAY -
ALL LANES ON BUS SIDE MUST STOP.

When a school bus is traveling on a four-lane roadway with at
least two lanes of traffic traveling in the opposite direction,
only those lanes of traffic traveling in the same direction as the
school bus must stop. Pupils shall not be required to cross four or
more lanes of traffic to reach their residence.
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ONE-WAY ROADWAY - ALL VEHICLES MUST STOP.

When a school bus is traveling on a one-way roadway and is
stopped to pick up or drop off pupils, all lanes of traffic must stop,
regardless of the number of lanes of traffic.
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CAUTION - OUTSIDE THE BUS IS MOST DANGEROUS!

CAUTION: The majority of children injured or killed in pupil trans-
portation are not injured or killed on the school bus, but outside the
bus. Most of them are struck by motorists who fail to stop for the
flashing red lights and extended stop arm. This area around the bus is
often referred to as the "DEATH ZONE."”
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ALL SCHOOL BUSES MUST STOP
AT RAILROAD CROSSINGS.

State law requires all school buses to stop at railroad crossings,
whether or not there are pupils on board. The school bus driver will pull
to the right-hand lane and display the hazard warning lights,
stop the bus within 15 and 50 feet of the first rail of the rail grade
crossing, open the driver window and service door, look and listen for an
approaching train, and then proceed across the tracks without
changing gears. Other vehicles should not try to cross the tracks
behind the school bus until the bus has cleared the tracks and there is
room for the vehicle behind the bus on the other side. Some rail cross-
ings have limited space between rail crossings and stop signs or signals
on the other side of the tracks. If the school bus must make a stop after
crossing the tracks, a vehicle following the bus may be trapped on the
tracks until the bus moves or the stop signal light changes. This would
have tragic results should a train approach the crossing and vehicles are
unable to go forward or backward to clear the tracks.
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STOP FOR SCHOOL BUSES DISPLAYING FLASHING
RED LIGHTS AND AN EXTENDED STOP ARM.

IT'S THE LAW!




LEARN AND FOLLOW
THE SCHOOL BUS LAWS!

NEVER i
PASS o T
ON THE
RIGHT!

VIOLATING THE LAW
CAN LEAD TO CITATION,
FINE AND LOSS OF LICENSE!

OBEY ALL
oo, 509 SCHOOL BUS
—= WARNING
—-@ // SYSTEMS!
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Z PROTECT
L OUR
) CHILDREN!
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